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{IMMIGRATION FoR THE YEAR. al 


| LARGE DECREASE IN THE NUMBER OF ARRIVALS. 

; The table below was compiled by order of 
the Commissioners of Emigration. It exhibits the nu- 
ber of immigrants landing at Castie Garden during No. 
vember, and from Jan. 1 to Dee. 1 of this year, as well as 
their nativity. There is a large decrease irom the num- 
ber which arrived during the previous ten years, and 


the falling off has been greater as the year approaches 
its close. 


——Arrivals.— ——Arrivals.——, 


From Jan. e 
Places of Na- Ni oy. 1 to Dec. | Places of Na- Novy. vo i 
tivity. 1874. 1, tity, 1874, 1, 1874. 
Austria... 126 Luxemburg....... 4 362 
Australia. We Ralta.. cee +. 10 
Africa.... Norway..... 25 3,568 
New-Brunswick 1 16 
Portugal..... 2 15" 
Roumenia.. o. ne 
Russia..... 7380 7.320 
pyigerlend.: + 113 2,312 
y c . cotland..... 203 28 
East India... .... Sweder.. . 18t @06s 
England . Spain...... 0... . 4 "62 
France...+++ South America.., 1 3 
Germany Turkey..... 2 22 
Greece United States.... 275 2,957 
Hungary Wales...... veers 121 1)826 
Holland West India...... 2°" 2p 
Isle of Man nian sa <i or 
Japan.... New-Proy-deuce.. oes 4 


Italy... —_- —. 


Teeland.. cs, Total.s...-... 8,705 145,362 
SEE Eee 
IMMIGRATION and COMMERCE 


REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU 
OF STATISTICS. 
DEFECTS IN THE LAWS GOVERNING TRADE WITH 
_ CANADA—NEEDED CHANGES IN THE LAWS 
RESPECTING THE FISHERIES AND IMMIGRATION 
—EXPORT STATISTICS UNTRUSTWORTHY. 
Wasuineton, Dec. 11.—The report of the 
Chief of the Bureau of Statistics has the following state- 
ment of immigration by countries, ethnologically 
grouped for the four fiscal years from July 1, 1870, to” 
June 30, 1874° 
Countries ethnologic- 


Year ended June 30,—— 


a 

ally grouped. 1871. 1872. 1873. i874. — Total. 
England, Scotland, % 

Wales seeee-485,455 84,894 89,482 61,999 321,830 
Treland.. eee O7439 68,732 77,344 645,707 257,222 
Teutonic: » 
: Germany, Anstria, | 

Netherlands .... 88,431 147,200 159,247 97,623 492,501 
Scandinavian: 
_ Sweces, Norway, 
ae reas ++ 22,132 28,575 35,481 19,173 105,366 
Belginm, Switzer- 

Jand, France, 

Ttaiy, Spain, 

Portugal. + 9,833 18,860 28,361 21,694 78,748 
SJavonic: 

1,208 9,641 4898 5,755 14,502 
7.135 7,788 20,292 13,776 45,991 

ican Province: - 47,082 40,176 87,871 32,960 158,089 
Spanich and Porta- 

guese Colonies: 

Mexico, South 

America, Cuba, 

Porto Rico...... 1.218 1,500 1,760 1,536 6,014 
All other countries... 1,417. 4.440 65,067 5.111 16,035 


Total immigrants. .321,350) 404,806 459,803 313,339 1,499,298 
2 16.053 vf this number were reported as from *‘ Great Britain, not 
epecited,’ 


REGULATIONS OF OUR TRADE WITH CANADA. 

Although the published statements of the Bureau in 
regard to the whole foreign trade of the country, and 
particularly of our exports by water, are nearly accu- 
rate, yet 1t has hitherto been found impracticable, if not 
impossible, to obtain full returns of merchandise ex- 
Ported to the provineesof Ontario and Quebee. The 
fact, long known and deplored, is the more to be re- 
eretted now, when our commercial relations with the 
Dominion of Canada excite much discussion, and will 
so00n, no doubt, engage the serious attention of the 
Senate of the United States. The returns from several 
Custom houses on the Canadian border are necessarily 
defective, owing to the want of legislation requiring 


persons exporting merchandise by land-conveyance to 
file full manifests of such merchandise and produce 
with the collector of the customs-district on the border, 
across which the articles pass into the foreign country, 
as is pow required in the case of all e=ports to foreig 
countries in vessels. ’ 

The act of Feb. 10, 1820, provides that 

Before a clearance shall be granted for any vessel bound to a foreign 
place, the owners, shippers, or consignors of the cargo on board of such 
vessel shall deliver to the Collector manifests of the cargo, or the parts 
thereof shipped by them respectively. and shall verify the same by oath 
or aiiirmation ; and such manifests shall epecify the kinds and quantities 
of the articles shipped by them respectively, and the value of the total 
quantity of each kind o; articles; and such oath or affirmation shall 
state that such manifest contaivs a full, just, and true account of all 
articies laden on board of such vessel by the owners, shippers or con- 
signors respectively, and that the values of such articles are truly stated 
according to their actual cost, or the values which they truly bear at the 
port aud time of exportation. = 

It will be observed that the above stringent clause 
does not extend to railway cars, which in 1820 were un- 
known, and consequently unspecified in the act above 
referred to, nor to other Jand vehicles, which have long 
been used in the transportation of merchandise across 
the Canadian border, 

The defective character of these returns having long 
been known the undersigned took occasion during the 
past Summer to more thoroughly investigate the cause, 
with a view to its removal, personally visiting the chief 
border ports on both sides of the line from Quebec to 
Chicago, consulting with our collectors and consuls as 
well as with the Canadian authorities. Careful inquiry 
developed the fact that nearly all the produce and mer_ 
chandise which are exported to Canada, of which full 


and correct returns are not made to this bureau, cross 


the border at St. Albans and Island Pond in the customs © 
districts of Vermont, and at Suspension Bridge in the > 


district of Niagara. Tue customs-oflicers at those places 


do all that is possible, under the present defective legis- 
lation, to obtain the kinds, quantities, and values of the 
articles transported in railway carriages to ports in the 
provinces of Quebec and Ontario, 

After consultation with the customs authorities of 
Canada in Quebec and Montreal, and also with consuls 
of the United States, the undersigned proceeded to 
Ottawa, where he made arrangemeats with the Commis- 
sioner of Customs of the Dominion for an interchange 
of the detailed statements of imports into each country 
frow the other for the past tiscal year, and for a similar 
interchange of quarterly statements in future. This 
juterchange will prove advantageous to Canada as well 
ag to this coumtry, for the reason that Canadian state- 
ments of exports to the United States are far less than 
our returns of imports show them 10 be; for 1f 18 evi- 
dent that the imports into each from the other are the 
more accurate, because the customs officers of both 
countries are constantly on the alert to see that no 
dutiable merchandise crosses the border without paying 
its prescribed impost. ‘ 

From the detailed statements by provinces and ports, 
as well as by articles and values, prepared by the Com- 
missioner of Customs of the Dominiou, tae undersigned 
has been able to add to the stated value of articies em- 
braced in the returns of Collectors of Customs of the 
districts of Vermont and Niagara the .official figures 
obtained from Canada, which figures are published in 
the Statement of Domestic Exports, contained in the 
Annual Report of the Bureau, on Commerce and Nayi- 
gation for the fiscal year 1874, and also inthe monthly 
report for August, 1874. 

Tae total value of the articles omitted as above-stated 
amounts, in the fiscal year, 1874, to $i0,200,059*, Canadian 
or specie values, and to $11,424,066 in United States cur- 
rency, computed at the average premium oa gold in that 

ear. 

% The export of specie in the same period amounts to 
$3,619,568, a8 appears by the statements of this Bureau, 
whe the Canadian imports show but $2,235,987; the for- 
mer sum is, however, believed to be correct, the figures 
having been furnished by the agent of the express com- 
pauy which conveyed the specie to Montreal, and verl- 
tied by the undersigned. 

In reciting the foregoing facts, the undersigned takes 
occasion to state that the fault does not wholly, or even 
chiefly, rest with the transportation companies, whose 
principal officers, on the contrary, profess a willingness 
to aid the Bureau in the colleetion of full and accurate 
data in regard to our exports to Canada, but is due to 
the neglect of the shippers or consignors of merchandise 
to furnish full information as to the Kinds, quantities, 
and values of the articles so shipped to Canada, and 
upon whom, itis hereby recommended, a penalty for 
such neglect should be imposed. 

The subject is respectfully submitted for your consid- 
eration, With the recommendation that it be brought to 
the attention of Congress for such legislation as may be 
deemed expedient and necessary; legislation which, 
while caleulated to remedy the defect above indicated, 


will not place unnecessary obstructions to fr 

sol wercial intercourse, eatteedomas 

DEFECTIVE LEGISLATION RESPECTING TRADE, THE 
FISHERIES, AND IMMIGRATION. 

Among other defects in existing laws, wbtch render it 
difficult to obtain full and accurate str‘istics, may bo 
‘mentioned those under which it is sought to collect and 
|publish information pertaining to the following sub- 
jJects. 
ee coastwise movement of vesscls of the United 

if. The products of the fisheries taken by Americ 
enrol and fishermen and brought into tie United 

tates. 

ILI. The immigration into and emigration 
United States. : e from, ie 

I. Coasting Trade.—The published statistics of the 
ecoastwise Rayigation include only partial movements of 
vessels which may come withia the provisions of the 
act of Feb. 18, 1193, requiring entry or clearance to be 
made under certidin circumstances ; as, for instance, if 
the vessel has foreign goods on board above a certain 
value and under certain conditions, or enters from or 
clears for a port in another great coasting district. 
Since these movements comprise but a sinall portion of 
the trade from portto port i the United States, it will 
be readily seén that the statements published by the 
Bureau embrace but a small part of the coastwise ton- 
nage movement. 

II. Fisheries.—With respect to products of the fisheries, 
taken by American vesselssand fishermen, collectors are 
able to furnish official returns of the Gatch of those 
vessels only which, by the act of 1793, above mentioned, 
are required to make entry on their return from a tish- 
ing voyage; as, for instange, vessels licensed for carry- 
ing on the fisheries returning from a voyage under a 
license to touch or trade at a foreign place. It is impos- 
sible, therefore, to obtain, under the present laws, 
xecurate data in regard to the products of fish taken in 
the waters on our coast, which form the principal part 
of that important maritime industry, 

The statements of this industry publhshed by the 
Bureai are mainly collected in the few Customs districts 
irom which returns are received by the persoual 
eftorts of the collectors, unaided by the requirements of 


law. 

Gil. Immigration and Emigration.—The statistics of 
immigration are derived from the wanifests filed in the 
Custom-houses of the country by masters of vessels, in 

ursuance of Section 12, act of March 3, 1855. Since this 
Srovision of law is not consirued to extend to 
ears and other land-yehicles, the same difiiculty is ex- 
Peliences in regard to the immigration into the United 

tates through the northern border ports trom Canada, 
and iru Europe through Canada, as has already been 
indicated with respect to exports to Canada in railway 
pars. 

The importance of such legislation as will enable the 
“bureau to obtain, with greater accuracy, the details of 

this infiux of persons of foreign birth will appear when 
atis siated that the immigration into the United States 
throuz the district of Huron alone exceeds that of any 
port in the United States except New-¥ork. By assidu- 
ous anid earnest effort en the part of the bureau, the ofli- 
oers cf customs oa the northero border have been 1n- 

ducec to give to the subject their personal attention, 
and bhava succeeded in obtaining, with approximate 

ceuracy, the number of alien passengers who enter the 
, United States in cars through their respective districts. 

With regard to emigrants, or passengers departing 
from tbe United States, the only provision of law re- 
quirins lists of them to be filed with collectors is Section 
4, act of Jaly 4, 1864, which has been construed to extend 
@uly tv American vessels. Hence, information in relatiog 


| * WLile omissions of such magnitude are shown in our exports to On- 
tario aud Quebee, it 1s 1mstrnetive to notice that the published state- 
ments of the Bureau in regard to the exports to the maritime proviaces 
o: Nova Scotia and New-brunawick, nearly the whole of which are 
truasported in vessels, substantially agree with those of the Dominion, 
thus coufiru..ng the statement that the omission of fall returns is owiag 
to detective legislation in regard to trauapertation by iend-carriage, 


to passengers or emigrants departing by cars or foreig 
vessels can only be obtained eneanen the parabaar 
efforts of the collectors of the various ports, unaided by 
luw. Asthe number of emigrants from the United 
States has of late largely increased, taking passage, as 
they do, chiefly in foreign steamships, the efforts to ob- 
tain, with approximate accuracy, the number of de- 
partures have been attended with great difficulty. 

The foregoing defects in legislation are also submitted 
for the consideration and action of Congress. The im- 
portance of being able to obtain and _ publish accurate 
statements on the above subjects induces a hope that 
Congress will, at an early day, give them such attention 
as will result in providing effectual remedies for the im- 
portant defects above indicated. 


STATISTICS OF EXPORTS TO CANADA UNTRUST- 
WORTHY. 


It may not be improper in this connection to refer to 
the difficulties, not arising from defective legislation, of 
obtaining with accuracy the ultimate destination or for- 
eign market of all domestic produce exported from the 
United States. Although the eleventh section of the 
act of Feb. 10, 1820, before cited, explicitly requires that 


' ‘the master and the owners, shippers, and consignors 


ors De ee ee ES See 


—— 


of the cargo shall state, upon oath or affirmation, to the 
collector the foreign port or country im which such 
cargo is truly intended to be landed,” it is found to be 
impracticable to enforce this law im all cases. These 
difiiculties, therefore, cannot be said to arise from de- 
fecuve legislation, but rather from various causes, 
among which are the exigencies of our growing com- 
merce and the innovations upon the ancient courses of 
trade wade by ocean steam transportation and the daily 
knowledge of the state of distant foreign markets af- 
forded by the submarine and other telegraphs. 

In many cases, the exporter clears his vessel and 
goods for some convenient port, accessible or in tue 
direct route to several markets. Tbe vessel is met on 
her arrival with orders by telegraph, or otherwise, to 
proceed to the market deemed most. advantageous for 
the sale of her cargo, Many vessels are reported from 
the principal ports as cleared for Queenstown and 
Gibraltar “for orders,” and no other destination of the 
goods being known at the time of the clearance they are 
necessarily returned and appear in the priuted reports 
of the Bureau as exports to Ireland and to Gibraltar, 
respectively. Large amounts of breadstuffs, cotton, 
and petroleum thus appear as exports to countries in 
which they are never landed. 

The following are the totals of domestic exports to 
Treland and to Gibraltar during the fiscal year enced 
June 30, 1874, and the principal articles exported to 
those places: 
To Ireland—i874. Value. 
Total value.........$43,569,655 

Principal articles: 


To Gibraltar—1874. Value. 
Total value.......+.--$2,519,883 
Principal articles: 


Indian com.. «+» 10.667.907 | Iliuminating oil...... 1,438,472 
Wheat..... soe 29,903,529 | Spirits... vecvecceee on 60,724 
Wheat flour... 5 285.244 | Tobacco, and manufac- 

Cotton, unmanufed. 3,855,303 tures Of -..7.+.6- ++» 809.070 


It. also appears that, during the year ended June 30, 
1871, there were exported trom the United States to 
Belgium, 17,384,693 gallons of refined petroleum, valued 
at $4,295,037. Tue published trade statements of Belgium 
for the year 1871 (a period six months later) give the 
imports for consumption into that country from all 
foreign countries as 13,618,000 kilograms of ‘ oil other 
than for table use,” vaiued at 14,980,000 francs, or 4,289,- 
000 gallons, * $2,996,000 (United States measure and 
value), which, from the high price per gallon, would 
appear to include a considerable amount of oil other 
than petroleum. As the population of Belgium in 1872 
was but a little over five millions (5,021,336), tue country 
abounding in coal, which is mined far in excess of con- 
sumption and thus affording cbeap illuminating wmute- 
rial, is would appear that the bulk of the petroleum 
exported irom this country to Belgium is merely tran- 
shipped at Antwerp, and forwarded to the interior mar- 
kets of the Continent. These exports would appear to 
be largely in excess of the demand of the markets ot 
the countries specified, especially those to Gibraltar. 


EXPORTS CREDITED TO COUNTRIES TO WHICH THEY 
DO NOT GO. 

Tho difference between the declared exports to certain 

countries and those reported as received into those 


countries is more clearly exemplified by the fullowing 
statement: 


Table showing the quantity of Indian Corn and Petroleum exported 
Jrom the Untted States to Ireland, taken from the United Slates 
‘accounts, as compared with the imports of the same articles ito 
the principal ports of Ireland from all countrves, taken from the 
British Trade Keporis Jor the pervods specisied. 

Imported at the princi- Exported from 
pal ports of Ireland the United States 
from all foreign _ to Ireland during 
countries during the the two years 
two years ended ended anges 30, 


Articles. ‘2 of Quantity. June 30, 1873, a 
Indian corn. of tested » 23,877,766 27,105,930 
Petroleum... e-.+-+++-Gallons....e. 1,877,474 13,961,768 


The peculiarities pointed out witu reference to the 
destination vf our exports from oceanic ports obtain in 
a marked degree with respect to our domestic products 
which seek the markets of Europe through the Cana- 
dian provinces on our northern border. To investigate 
this subject more fully the undersigned visited Chicago 
and made particular inquiries, not only of the officers of 
customs and the Secretary of the Board of Trade, but 
of the principal shippers, and ascertained that the grain 
anu flour, as well as a large part of the provisions which 
the returns from the Custom-house of that port indicate 
were shipped to the provinces of Ontario and Quebec 
were really purchased on Canadiay account and slipped 
in great part to Montreal. The names of consignees 1n 
the last-named city were obtained with a view of insti- 
tuting further inquiries in regard to the ultimate des- 
tination of the breadstufts, In the further prosecution 
of this inquiry the fact has been established that nearly 
the whole of the Indian corn, or maize, and flour and 
the greater part of the grain shipped from the upper 


lake ports, Which are returned to and published by this 

Bureau as exports to the provinces of Ontario and Que- 

bee, find a market in Europe, while a part of the grain 

1s first manufactured into flour, in which state it reaches 
the same destination. 

The following table will illustrate the facts above 
stated: 

Statement of domestic breads fs exported ysrom the ports of Chicago, 
LU, Detroit, Mich., Mvizaukee, Wis., Port Huron, uh. and 
Toledo, Ohio, to the Provinces of Quebeo and Ontario, Dominion of 
Canada, during the fiscal year ended June 3U, 1874. 

— -CHIca@o, IntL.——_.  —DerrolT, Micu.—, 


rticles. Quantity. Value, Quantity. Value. 
Indian corn, bush..2,641,294 $1.270.302 505.023 $293,292 
Wheat, busb...... 4,504,972 6,579,712 30.658 47,322 
Wheat flour, bbls. 24,916 129,061 7,614 61,029 
Other breadstuifs.. tenoee 401456) 0 bese . 182,602 
lag ee BOOT, D $7,019,531 wecese $384,245 
orate —-MILWAUKKE, W ta are BUEN MCE 

ticles. Quantity. Value. nantity. alue. 
Tedieg corte bush.. 187,727 $99,756 $329,403 $179,673 
Wheat, bush...... $,064.633 3,848,431 99.368 134,258 
Wheat flour. bbis.. 1,381 7,875 48,495 372,622 
Other breadstulfs.. eee RY 61 Sa es RS <4 42,716 
Total value... a5, POGOe LO Sun didn bones $729,269 
-——ToLepo, OHIo.— -ToTaLs.— —_, 

Articles, Qnantity. Value. Quantity. Valne. 


$756,951 6,122,819 $2,599,974 


? -bush.»1,458,867 
Indiao corn, bush p 631,296 


Wheat, busb...... 478,175 


Wheat flour, bbis.. eves eovece $2,316 570,587 
Other breadstuifs.. seseee litte 267,510 
Total value... eeeeee $1,388,247 steeee $13,679,090 


| Out of 7,418,711 bushels ot Indian corn, OF maize, ex- 
ported to the Provinces of Quebec, Ontario, and Mani- 
toba for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1873, 7,366,727 
bushels were exported from the ports of Chicago, De- 
troit, Yoledo, and Port Huron to the provinces named. 
It also appears trom the Canadian statistical reports 
that duriug this period there were exported from the 
Dominion of Canada to foreign countries 6,242,976 bushels 
of Indian corn, not the produce of the Dominion; hence 

| it is tair to presume chat it was the produce of the 
United States. As only 226 bushels of Indian corn were 
imported into the United States from the Dominion dur- 
ing the year, it would appear that but little, if any, of 
the large amount exported by the route indicated was 
reimported into the country or went into consumption 
in Canada, but that it was transported to transatlantic 
markets. That this cern was sipped to foreign markets 
via the Saint Lawrence River is indicated by the tact 
that if it were transported from Canada across our terri- 
tory and shipped to foreign countries from the ports of 
Portland, Boston, or New-York, it would appear in our 
account of the in-transit trade, but that account for the 
year under consideration fails to show that any Indian 
corn was received from Canada in transit for foreign 
countries. Sofaras tho published statements of the 
Bureau show the volume and value of domestic exports, 
they are as accurate as the existing laws under which 
they are compiled will admit; but for the reasons just 
given they do uot contain that information which would 
be desired in any critical examination, with a view to 
trace the course of trade, or determine tie foreign mar- 
ketsjin which our domestic products euter into con- 
sumption. : 

It would be interesting to know with accuracy what 
foreign countries absorb the vast volume of our do- 
mesuic products, and the lack of this information is 

be regretted. 
Nike published statements of commercial statistics lose 
half their value if they do not enable the inquirer to 
trace commodities trom their places of production to the 
places of their consumption. It is hoped that such in- 
quiries may be facilitatea by inducing foreign countries 
to Keep accurate accounts of the producing countries of 
the commodities entering into cousumption in their 
various markets, as i3 now attempted to be done by this 
Bureau with respect to commodities imported trom for- 

| eign countries. 


*The gallon of petroleum is computed at seven pounds Pigs, 
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Mr. Bercuen just now is serving as a 


9 §reat moral lesson to the country, but a 


recent side incident in his many troubles 
illustrates in a smaller way, and curiously, 
the drift of our social progress in .the 
way of the economy of living. Every day 
our social life is more closely knit to- 
gether and interwoven, and that interlacing 


is for the general good and protection. 


It 


‘will be remembered that a stranger a few 
days since attempted to pass on Mbim a 


7 ax 
| check for two hundred dollars, asking, fee 
| with ‘some piteous story, that it be cashed wa ae 

as a matter of charity and mercy. 


Beecher, it seems, . has 


in 


Mr. 
his _pri- 


vate house one of the district alarm- a 


telegraph boxes recently 


introduced. 
Suspecting a fraud, Mr. Beecher’s son 
touched the police call while his father 
kept the man talking in the parlor about 


his dead mother, and the other items of his 


distressful , tale. 


In some two or three 


minutes the detectives were in the house 
This little 
incident reveals how every year our daily 
life is becoming more and more thoroughly 
| organized, and how that organization tends 
to the safety of society. We dispense 
more and more with human service and 


and the criminal arrested. 


gain in human aid. 


Personal slavery, the 


first form of service in the course of his- 
tory, gave way to the hire of the labor 


for life, then for a term, and now that, ay 
in turn, is giving way to payment for C Ly 

| work done by special contract, anditseems | =~??? yf hae 
probable that before long we shall be able uf ¢ 
to pay in the most minute detail for each | 2770 77 (ced, 
act or item of work, and thus we are near- ne 


ing a healthy solution of the labor ques- 


tion. 


When the workman is paid, not 


for his time, which he may use or waste 
for his employer, but by the exact measure 
of his work done, we arrive at some satis- 
factory basis for an adjustment of the 


relations of capital and labor. 
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Am Address by the Rey. Josapin Hoeonury 
Dubbs, Paster of the Ohrist Re. 
formed Church of Philadelphia—The 
Necoseity of » Historical Society im 
the Church—How Its lmmer Life has 
beem Negiested—Early Immigration 
to Penneylvania from Germany— 
Value of Historie Traditions—A Good 
Library ® Desideratum— Why the 
Keysteme Siate sheuld have » Mig- 
toriemi Societys. 


The Historical Society of the Reformoa 
Charch in the United States has recently 
caused to be printed an address delivered | 
before the society at its last annual meeting | 
in Bethlehem, Pa., by the Rey. Joseph 
Henry Dubbs, A. M., pastor of Christ Re- 
formed Church, in this city. Mr. Dubbs 
Proposes to answer the question: ‘‘ Do we 
need a Historical Society?’ and advances 
several powerful arguments in the aftirma- 
tive, from which the following Synopsis is 
taken: 

_ The necessity of such an organization 
is apparent from the fact that we bavea 


2 interesting field to explore and culti- 
vate. 

History is the most comprehensive of all 
the scisnees, Tho celebrated Dr. Arnold 
defines it as ‘‘ the biography of the human i 
race.” I do not quote this definition be- | 
cause I pelisve it to be the best that has | | 
ever been given; but rather because I like | 
the single word “biography.” It indicates ; 
that history is not a mere matter of dry { 
facts and dates, but the record of a life: and | 


that to learn to Enow this life.in ail its va— 


object of the nistorian, 

The days have passed by when it was | 
possible to become minutely familiar with 
the whole domain of historic science. Of 
course we do not mean that we should 
‘contract our powérs’”’ by dweiling within 
some “pent-up Utica ;” but it must beevi- 
dent that, asthe sum of knowledge has im- 
menseéely increased, it becomes us to exam- | 
ine closely some speciai province if we 
would offer any acceptable contribuéions 
to its stores, The boundaries are all de- 
fined; the great landmarks as carefully 
noted as 19 at present possible; our task | 
taust be to institute researches more minute, 
but not om that account less honorable. | 
Some time or other a comprehensive mind 
will lay hold of the data we have furnished, 
end by their means correct some of the 
errors of the past. Youand I may be for- 
gotten, but iuture generations will bless the 
unknown laborers who have hardened the 
path for their feet, 

Happy, then, is the searcher who has his 
field prepared ready to his hand. It is a 
grand thing in these laiter days to have | 
your work at home, and tio be assured | 
that your researches will be rewarded by | 
abundant discoveries, Such a field, almost | 
untrodden, we believe to be ready for the 
labors of our Historical Society, } 


Let us endeayorto explain. « There is pro- 
bably no portion of American history which 
has been so ge rally neglected as that of the 
inner life of Pennsylvania. We haye, in- 
deed, no his of our State that is worthy 
of the name, Proud’s history, written be- 
fore the Revolution, is still our chief au- 
thority, and that is, properly speaking, no 
history atall; but a mere dry compendium 
of facts and dates—‘‘just such an old- 
fashioned article,” says Dr. C, W, Thomson, 
“as we may suppose its author to have 
been ;” who was an old Tory schoolmaster 
in Philadelphia, knowing little about his 
subject besides the facts which he gleaned 
from the journals of the Colonial Legisla- 
ture. 

But if the general history of our State has 
been thus neglected, what shall we say of | 

‘its inner history, as revealed in the life and 
‘labors of the hardy German. pioneers, who 
‘laid the foundations of our present pros-. 
erity? What author has ever done justice 
to that Palatinate exodus which more closely 
resembles the ancient migration of nations 
than anything that has occurred sincs 
the Saxon invasion of England? We 
know all about the Pilgrim Fathers; we 
have been from our childhood familiar 
with the Mayfiower and Plymouth Rock; 
but how few are there among us who have 
the least knowledg¢ of the wonderful events 
which drove their forefathers to these 
Western wilds? And yet those events 
were a8 much more imposing than those 
which induced the Puritans to leave Eng- 
land as the Thirty-years’ War was greater 
than the struggle between the Cavaliers 
and Roundheads. 
how, when the rest of Germany was just be- 
ginning to recover from the rayages.of the 
fearful contest which was brought toanend, 
by the treaty of Westphalia, the French 
generals, Turenne and Montchas, once more 
swept the Palatinate with the besom of de- 
‘struction? How, at a later date, General 
+ Melac cut down all the vines along the bill- 


i) sides of Heidelberg, and in the dead of win- 


ter, while a deep snow covered the ground, 
applied the torch to the dwellings of more 
than four hundred thousand peopie? In 


\ America the descendants of the sufferers 


‘may have forgotten thefearful story, but in 
‘the old Palatinate the farmers may still be 
heard calling their dogs ‘‘ Melac! Melac!” 

Is 1t well to call these things to mind? 
Ought we to tell our childyg= about that 
terrible exodus in the yeart9.., when 30,-, 
000 people. in cold and nakeiness, hurried 
down the Rhine, not knowing whither they 


were going, and without a Moses to lead | 
Would it not be better to forget the | 


them ? 
horrors of their deportation to the British 
colonies, and their fearful struggles for life 
in an almost unbroken wilderness ? 

There are no doubt many Gallios among 

us who care for none of these things—who 
| would rather forget the past than put them- 
| selves to the trouble of elucidating it. 

But there are also others who know t 
immense value of historic traditions, an 
who prefer that their children should be 
proud of the achievements of their fore 
fathers, rather than that they should forever. 
repeat the praises of New Hngland Pilgrims 
and Virginian Cavaliers. If so great an 
apostle as St. Paul rejoiced that he was a 
native of ‘no mean city,’ can we be satis- 
fied to behold our children actually under- 
valuing their birth-place, when theré are 
plenty of historic traditions to render it 
; illustrious, when every mountain, every 
| flashing stream might tell of deeds that 
would elsewhere be commemorated by | 
monumental marble or embalmed in im- | 
| perishable song? | 

Neatly two hundred years ago, in 1688, 
Francis Danie] Pastorius, who may be 
justly termed ‘‘the pioneer of German im- 
Migration,” inscribed onthe records of 
Germantown a Latin ‘‘Address to Poste- 
rity,’’ recently-translated by the poet Whit- 
tier, which we may safely regard as spe- 
cially addressed ‘t6 ourselves : 


Need we remind you:| 
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** Hail to posterity? ~~ F 
Hail, tuture men of Germanapolis?, 
et the young generations yet to be 
t Look kindly upon this, : 
Think how yourfathers left their native lanad— 
Dear German-land! QO, sacred hearts and 
homes! : 
And where the wild beast roams, 
In patience planned 
New forest homes beyond the mighty sea, 
There undisturbed and free 


| To live as brothers of one family, 


What pains and cares befell, 
What trials and what fears. 
Remember, and wherein we have done well 


| Follow our tootsteps, men of coming years! 


here we have tailed todo 
Aright, or wisely live, 
Be warned by us, the better way pursue, 
And, knowing we weré human, even as you, 
Pity as and forgive ! 
¥arewell, Posterity ! 
Paroweid, dear Gecuany ! 
Voreyeormore farc walt!” 


Accepting this tender charge of the an- 
cient * Pennsylvania Pilgrim,” let us 
ba ee What kind of men were these 
Palatinate fathers, to whom our State owes 
so large a portion of its present greatness » 

One of the first to express an opinion ow 
the subject was James Logan, the learned 

| secretary of William Penn, who, in a letter 
‘dated in 1725, calls them “bold, indigent 
strangers from Germany, where many of 
them have been soldiers.” That many of 
, were indigent cannot be doubted, when we 
| remember the circumstances of their emi- 
gration from the fatherland. It may be 
amusing to read how, in 1713, “nine Ger- 
man settlers clubbed together to buy an old 
“gray mare, using her alternately one day 
each ;” ‘but I need not assure you that 
there was little fun in that kind of farming 
That they were bold, in the sense of being 
brave, is true also; 
does not tell us how it pleased the Quakers 
of Philadelphia to see the Germans occupy- 
ing the country districts, and thus serving 
as @ rampart between them and the Indians, 
while they themselves were safe to preach 
non-resistance to their hearts’ content. 
|. Sir George Thomas, another Colonial 
Governor, did not, however, hesitate to 
‘confess that the security and prosperity of 
he province were owing in great measure 
o the bravery and industry of the Ger- 
mans, 

That they were good citizens has, I be- 
lieve, never been called in question, Most 
certainly General Washington did not 
doubt the fact, when in the most critical 


but Governor Logaa . 


hour of the Revolution he aj lied to the 
| Germans of Pennsytvania fi r aid to supply: 
provisions to the tamishing army, and in. 
response received, from Hine individuals, 
personal bonds to pay in gold and silver 
the immense amount of £21,000, Let the 
names of these pero not be forgotten— 
men of whom their descendants, who are 
scattered through all our churches, may 
well feel proud. ‘They were Michael Hille- 
gass, John Steinmetz, Abraham Bickley, 
Joseph Bleivor, Henry Keppel, Fred. C. 
Hassenclever, Isaac Meleber, John Shaef- 
fer, and Andrew Doz. Nor should we fail 
to remember Christopher ‘ Ludwig, the 
baker of Germantown, whom Washington 
emphatically called his “honest friend,” 
who not only served without pay as beker- 
general of the Continental army, but also 
spent the greater part of his fortune in the 
national canse. There can, howeyer, bs 
no more brilliant testimony to the prover- 
bial honesty of the German character than 
the facts, that the Treasurer of the: United 
States, during the entire period of the 
| Revolutionary war, was Michael Hillegass, 
| whose very name betrays his origin, and. 
that the present incumbent of the same im- 
portent office is Francis E. Spinner, the 
son of a German Lutheran clergyman. 
Afier a clever argument, tending to show 
that a historical society is needed properly 
to represent the history and genius of the 
Reformed Church, Mr. Dubbs drew aiten- 
tion to the fact that a good library was a 
desideratum, as historical documents are 
constantly destroyed by thousands by those 
who are too ignorant to appreciate their 
value. : : 
Such a library will, of course, cost mo- 
ney ; but it will cost far more—it will cost 


love, There are plenty of literary treasures | 


which money will not buy; they must be 
sought for with care, and afterwards still 
more carefully arranged. Yetthe materials 
for such labor are abundant, In'the garrets 
of old country homesteads there are vol- 
umes, unyalued and valueless in their pre- 
sent isolated condition, which,if brought to- 
gether, would almost be wortha king’s ran- 
som. The libraries of our pastors might 
now and then supply a volume of extreme 
rarity, which the owners would not xefuse 
to present, or, at least, to deposit with the 
Historical Society. Less than a week ago, 
for instance, I saw in the library of a coun- 
try minister a copy of a ‘* Eulogium on the 
Character of General Washington, late 
President of the United States; pronounced 
at the request of the Pennsylvania Society 


of the Cincinnati, before the President ct 


the United States and the members of both 
houses of Congress, on the twenty-second 
day of February, eighteen hundred, in the 
German Reformed Church, Phiiadelphia. 
| By Major William Jackson, Aid-de-Camp 
to the late President of the United States, 
and Secretary General of the Cincinzati.”” 


Would it not be well to preserve evidence — 


of the fact that these interesting’ memorial 
services, occurring but two months after 
the death of ‘‘the father of his country,” 
were celebrated in a German Reformed 
Church? 
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